
Information about QGE
Queensland Garden Expo will be celebrating its 36th anniversary in 2020, 
proving gardening is still alive and well! 

See plants, plants and more plants with over 55 nurseries represented 
and more than 360 exhibitors. There will be a full program of free 
lectures and demonstrations on eight “live” stages every day covering 
a vast array of gardening topics. Head to the The Cook’s Garden stage 
for some great tips on growing your own produce and turning it into 
delicious gourmet meals. The ‘Giant Kitchen Garden’ features a fully 
planted sustainable garden constructed onsite, be sure to head there to 
learn how to start your own veggie patch. Get free help with gardening 
problems and plant identification from the onsite Plant Clinic and be 
inspired by the fantastic arrangements in the Floral Design Competition 
and Landscape Gardens.

Inside of this helpful document, we highlight a selection of our 
recommended attractions and private gardens around the Sunshine 
Coast region. There is also a suggested itinerary for coach groups 
looking to stay on the Sunshine Coast for two nights. For assistance with 
tour planning please contact our group travel coordinator. 
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Poetry Trail 
Three Sunshine Coast poets – Judith Bandidt, Deanne Lister and Lyn 
Browne – share a vision of bringing poetry to people. They are all 
accomplished and professional poets with a mission to enrich the cultural 
experiences of people who reside in, or visit, the Sunshine Coast. On the 
hinterland poetry trail sculptures featuring poems inspired by local heritage 
and environment will be placed at three popular public spaces in the 
Sunshine Coast hinterland. Read more

Ginger Factory
Open daily with free admission the iconic Ginger Factory is one of the 
Sunshine Coast’s most popular tourist attractions. The park features great 
shopping facilities, modern dining, educational tours, fun rides, regular 
school holiday entertainment, an undercover playground, free wi-fi, and is 
surrounded by acres of beautiful sub-tropical gardens and walks. Discover 
the paddock to plate process of confectionery ginger on the Factory Tour. 
Learn how ginger is grown and harvested before tasting a delicious range of 
ginger inspired treats. Ride Moreton, the 117 year old Ginger Train, relax in 
an open air carriage as you take in the sights of the park. Read more

Mary Valley Rattler
Rediscover the magic of a bygone era aboard the historic Mary Valley 
Rattler. The scenic Mary Valley is a place where you can experience the 
friendly laid back atmosphere of rural living at its best. The Rattler’s 46 
kilometre round trip starts at Gympie and after crossing over the Mary River, 
chugs its way rhythmically around an abundance of curves, across bridges 
and numerous gentle hills. You’ll marvel at the restored turntable installed 
at the Amamoor Station and be fascinated by the process required to turn 
the locomotive around for its return to Gympie. Read more

Private Gardens
The Sunshine Coast is home to an abundance of stunning private gardens. We recommend visiting a selection of these 
during your tour including: Camellia House - home to 500 species of Camellia, a coastal garden located in beautiful 
Mudjimba and another property is located close to the festival in Nambour. Private garden tours can be organised 
upon request. Contact our group travel coordinator to arrange a tour for your coach group.

Attractions Around Queensland Garden Expo

Camellia House, Palmwoods
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Maleny Botanic Gardens
The Maleny Botanic Gardens is a beautiful place to visit during your stay on 
the Sunshine Coast. With over 14 acres of gardens and lawns and located on 
over 110 acres, many people come here to enjoy the magnificent rainforest 
setting and spectacular views of the Glasshouse Mountains. 
When attending the gardens, you will discover over 6kms of walking paths 
where you can discover thousands of plants and flowers including roses, 
azaleas, cycads and so much more. On your walk, you will also discover 
lakes and waterfalls that are dotted throughout the property.
An aviary has also been opened on the property which currently houses 
over 300 birds including cockatoos, lorikeets, parrots and macaws. Guided 
walk through tours is offered daily with tours lasting between 30-40 
minutes. On the tour, you will be lead by an experienced guide who will 
introduce you to their huge range of birds and you may even be lucky 
enough to have a bird land on you, but only if you stay completely still! 
Tours are run on demand and usually start around 10.30am daily and run 
every 1.5 hours. Read more

Yandina Historic House
A lovely example of a hinterland Homestead built in 
1899, the building was relocated to the current site in 
1996. Run by volunteers, Yandina Historic House serves 
light refreshments, has local information, an arts and 
crafts shop, regional historical publications, an art 
gallery and a museum. The museum features historic 
photographs, tools, machinery and artefacts.
Open daily from 9:30am - 3pm.
Read more

Bankfoot House
Bankfoot House is a state heritage-listed property 
and the oldest surviving residence in the Glass House 
Mountains. The house provided a lunch stop and 
staging post for Cobb and Co coaches on the Brisbane 
to Gympie goldfields route. Guided tours are operated 
every 30 minutes showing the house, dairy, grounds 
and Mary Grigor Centre. Coach groups are welcome to 
visit without a booking between 10am - 3pm.  
Read more

Group Rates for QGE 2020
Coach groups can enjoy a special discounted entry rate for the festival. Groups must have a minimum of 10 people 
to qualify for the group rate and tickets can be purchased ahead of time via the website. 

2020 Group Rates (per person) $18
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Day One | Friday 10 July 2020
Board your tour bus in Brisbane and head to Maleny Botanic Gardens. Here you can enjoy some morning tea and 
spend some time exploring these spectacular gardens and sweeping views of the Glasshouse Mountains. Next 
stop will be a private garden located in Flaxton (enquire for address). Take in the beautiful views at the Flaxton 
Gardens Restaurant or alternatively, arrange another lunch option in Montville Village. After lunch, you are off 
to Camellia House in Palmwoods. This private garden is home to one of the largest collections of camellias in 
Queensland. Guests can wander through 700 camellias, set in five and a half acres of mature botanical gardens 
with an ornamental lake, ‘ferry full’, a creek, and a variety of wildlife. View a beautiful assortment of mature plants, 
trees, shrubs, including more than 40 varieties of exotic fruit species (group visits by prior arrangement only). Back 
on board your tour bus, you’ll arrive at your accommodation for the next two nights. Get yourself checked-in and 
prepare for dinner.

Day Two | Saturday 11 July 2020
Rise early this morning and have some breakfast before boarding the bus for an exciting day at Queensland Garden 
Expo! See plants, plants and more plants with over 55 nurseries represented and more than 360 exhibitors. There 
is a full program of free lectures and demonstrations on eight “live” stages every day covering a vast array of 
gardening topics. After everyone has had their fair share of all things gardening, your coach will take you back to 
your accommodation where you can put your feet up.

Day Three | Sunday 12 July 2020
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast before checking-out of your accommodation. This marks the end of your Queensland 
Garden Expo tour. Board the bus and relax for the short journey home to Brisbane.

Suggested Itinerary

Contact our group travel coordinator...
For assistance with coordinating your 2020 Queensland Garden Expo tour please email any questions through to 
our group travel coordinator.
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